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Upon the recoll'lllendat1on or a Board or Merit, a Medal of 
Valor 18 herewith awarded poethwnouely ror Jamee L. 
Catlow, Auto P1reman, who gave h1e 11re 1n the perrormance 
or h1s duty. 

On November 6, 1955 at about 2:00 p.m., Auto P1reman 
Catlow, Engine 39, dB" Platoon, reeponded w1th h1s com­
pany to Underhill and Verdugo P1re Road in an attempt to 
etop the developing brush r1re, later deecr1bed as the 
La Tuna Canyon r1re. Pereonnel of Engine 39 was deployed 
w1th hand lines along a ridge at the face or the fire. 
Wind, draft and brush cond1t1ons indicated that a stop 
W88 likely. 

Eye witneeses describe the advance or the r1re during 
the next rew m1nutee ae a holacauet of r1ame driven by 
a tremendous up-drart from the canyon below. Retreat 
wae impoeeible. The safety or all pereonnel became de­
pendent upon the water eupply Curn1ehed by the apparatue 
of Engine 39. Auto P1reman Catlow, without hee1tat1on 
and w1th Cull realization of h1e per11, voluntarily pro­
ceeded to the controls or his apparatue and 1neured the 
continuance or operations and the eafety of all personnel . 
Though repeatedly enveloped 1n rlame and smoke, he held 

,-------'hie post unt11 the cr1s1~,._o~a ...... a~a~e~d..._ ___ _ 
Jamee L. Catlow euccumbed to the errecte of third degree 
burns on November 12, 1955. Hie performance wae a heroic 
act far beyond the requirements or duty in the higheet 
trad1t1on or the service and 18 thus commemorated. 


